


Â Status of the Joint Legislative 

Committee proceedings. 

Â Active flow prescriptions. 

Â Cooperative IBI program. 

Â Flow-ecology research needs. 

Choctawhatchee River



Permanent Joint Legislative Committee on

Water Policy and Management   Act 2008-164
Water Resource Assessment and Data Subcommittee

ÁEstablish a  water resources data repository.

ÁComplete statewide surface water and groundwater assessments.

ÁDevelop a stream gaging network plan.

ÁDevelop a groundwater monitoring plan.

ÁEnhance the rainfall monitoring network. 

ÁCoordinate water resources-related data standards.

ÁEstablish a web-based data portal.

ÁPlan for future transportation development on Alabama waterways.



Future Direction

ÁAssess the proper structure for a regionalized approach to water 
planning and management.

ÁExplore the application and efficacy of the existing Riparian Doctrine 
as it relates to future water demand and availability.

ÁCreate a statewide conservation policy and program that is sensitive 
to regional parameters in its application and is based on sound 
science principals.

ÁExplore water management technologies and develop appropriate 
legislative initiatives to support greater use of such technologies.

ÁExamine and recommend appropriate flow dynamics for rivers and 
streams to support the biological, recreational and 
industrial/transportation requirements.



A Water Management Strategy

STEP 1 - Complete a water resource assessment 

and establish a monitoring network. Determine 

data deficiencies and create research 

opportunities 

STEP 2 �±Forecast water needs in all use 

categories. Determine flow needs for pollution 

assimilation, sustaining biological condition, and 

protecting the water production system. 

STEP 3 �±Identify management practices 

necessary to meet identified needs and protect 

water resource functions. Stakeholder and 

political interaction are needed at this step. 

STEP 4 �±Implement the approved water 

management program. Proceed with adaptive 

management approach with all stakeholders. Have 

a robust process for conflict resolution.


